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Retrospective: 2013 Green Growth and Sustainable Development Forum 
“How to Unlock Investment in Support of Green Growth?” 

The 2013 Forum focused on encouraging and leveraging private investment for green infrastructure. 
The key high-level outcomes and knowledge gaps identified during the Forum include:  

• “Greening” infrastructure investment is more about “smart” investment than unlocking 
enormous amounts of additional capital. The shift may require additional spending but it could 
also result in net savings if we invest in the right kind of infrastructure and are able to capture 
system-wide efficiency gains. 

• The investment policy environment matters. It is critical to channelling private investment away 
from fossil fuel- and resource-intensive networks and towards “clean” infrastructure. 

• Government policy needs to support green private sector investments. It should ensure 
adequate and well-designed policies for new green technologies and infrastructure, to address 
market and information barriers, and complement pricing including support for RD&D.  

• Green policies must be sufficiently “long, loud and legal” to provide stability and reduce 
uncertainty for investment. Governments require further policy guidance on improving the 
environment for private green investment and for developing cost effective policy options. 

• It is essential to improve the tracking of trade and investment restrictions, and analyse their 
implications for investment. As green value chains become global, measures such as local content 
requirements act as a potential impediment for investment.  

• Innovative financing approaches are required to improving the risk-return equation for the 
private sector, including for small-to-medium enterprises, to attract capital market investment into 
green projects. 

• Clear indicators are required for effective policy development to increase investment in the right 
kind of projects and to enable progress to be measured across key sectors.  

The work will now have to continue in the relevant OECD Committees in order to make the most of the 
momentum which the Forum generated for implementing the right sort of investment policy 
frameworks. 

 

 

 

 
>> Browse: Conference Presentations and Remarks   

In Focus: Transport and Green Growth  
Mobilising Investment for Sustainable Transport ● New International Rules on Export 
Credits for Rail Infrastructure ● Cycling, Health and Safety 
The 2013 GGSD Forum dedicated a session to the topic of mobilising investment for more sustainable 
transport. The panel discussion was co-organised with the International Transport Forum (ITF). It 
explored solutions on how governments can improve their investment policy frameworks to reduce 
risk and attract long-term private financing in support of green growth.    

 

>> ITF work on environment 

The Sector Understanding on Export Credits for Rail Infrastructure - effective as of 1 January 2014 - 
adapts OECD rules on export credits to the sector-specific financing conditions of new railway 
infrastructure projects. This innovative framework is designed to promote the use of rail as a viable 
alternative to road and air transportation in the context of energy scarcity, fuel prices and climate 
change. New international rules on state financing of rail exports should boost the development of 
cleaner transportation infrastructure and help countries meet green growth objectives.   

>> Watch related video 
Cycling, Health and Safety - a report prepared by the International Transport Forum's Cycling Safety 
Working Group - monitors international trends in cycling, safety and policy, and explores options that 
may help decision makers design safe environments for cycling. Recommendations relate to strategic 
goal-setting for cycling policy and managing crash risks while increasing health benefits.   

>> Read Key Messages 

http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/gg-sd-2013.htm
http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/gg-sd-2013.htm#Documents
http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/2013-GGSD-Forum-Issue-Note-Session-3.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/2013-GGSD-Forum-Issue-Note-Session-3.pdf
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/environment/environment.html
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/new-export-credit-rules-will-boost-railway-development-and-help-countries-achieve-greener-growth-oecd-says.htm
http://youtu.be/ebZo4q-pyX0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789282105955-en
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/12Cycle-Safety.pdf
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/environment/environment.html
http://youtu.be/ebZo4q-pyX0
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/12Cycle-Safety.pdf


Save the Date: Green Skills and Innovation for Inclusive Growth  
14 February 2014, OECD Conference Centre – Paris, France  
This year’s Green Skills Forum focuses on knowledge needs, employability, skills development and training policies that can make 
green growth more inclusive on the long-term. The main themes for discussion at the Forum are as follows:  
Theme 1: How can low carbon activities be key to competitive and inclusive growth? 
‘Green’ jobs and skills could contribute to increased competitiveness and vitality in the economy. A green dividend could be 
maximised through integrating low-carbon and inclusive employment; and enhancing competitiveness at sub-national and local levels.  
Theme 2: What are the new approaches for strategic policy coordination for a low carbon economy? 
Horizontal coordination across domains industrial, labour, educational and social policy and vertical alignment across levels 
(supranational, national, regional and local) is essential for ensuring that supply and demand of jobs and skills match. Measurement 
and monitoring should be an important component of the strategy. 

>>  Information and registration: www.oecd.org/greengrowth/greening-jobs-skills 
www.cedefop.europa.eu/events/GreenSkillsForum2014/index.html 

 

Policymaker of the Month  
Kurt Van Dender, Head of Tax and Environment Unit (OECD /CTPA) 

 

Kurt Van Dender is Head of the Tax and Environment Unit of the OECD’s Centre for Tax Policy and 
Administration (CTPA). Created in 2011, this unit explores the impact of fiscal instruments on the quality of 
the environment as part of the OECD work on green growth and sustainable development and reports to the 
Joint Meetings of Tax and Environment Experts through the Committee on Fiscal Affairs. The recently 
published Taxing Energy Use – A Graphical Analysis made a splash among policy-makers and experts with its 
easy-to-read charting of the landscape of energy taxation in OECD countries. Ongoing work examines the 
taxation of gasoline and diesel for road use, the fiscal cost of company car tax settings, the tax treatment of 
emission trading permits and the distributional impacts of environmentally-related taxes. Prior to joining 
CTPA, Dr. Van Dender was Chief Economist at the International Transport Forum at the OECD and Associate 
Professor of Economics at the University of California. His expertise in the areas of environmental, energy 
and transport taxation is a valuable asset for the new GGKP Fiscal Instruments Research Committee. 

Environment at a Glance 2013  
OECD Indicators 

 

This book includes key environmental indicators endorsed by OECD Environment Ministers and major 
environmental indicators from the OECD Core Set. These indicators reflect environmental progress made 
since the early 1990s and thus contribute to measuring environmental performance. Organised by issues 
such as climate change, air pollution, biodiversity, waste or water resources, they provide essential analysis 
and a wide range of tables and graphs for all those interested in environment and sustainable development. 

Latest Publications  
In addition to the selected papers above, the following reports have also been released recently:  

• 06/01/2014: Chile's Pathway to Green Growth: Measuring Progress at Local Level 
• 03/12/2013: The OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: South Africa 2013 includes a chapter titled “Towards Green 

Growth” which analysis the country’s efforts to promote the greening of the economy. See also the Highlights brochure.  
• 26/11/2013: Improving the Effectiveness of Green Local Development: The Role and Impact of Public Sector-Led Initiatives 

in Renewable Energy 
>> Green Growth Studies and Green Growth Papers are available for online reading in the OECD iLibrary. 

Key Events 
• 22 January 2014: Launch of the new Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP) in Geneva, Switzerland followed by a high-level 

panel debate on “Green Economy and Green Growth: Passing Fad or Future Paradigm?” The OECD is a founding partner and 
member of GGKP’s Advisory Committee. Dale Andrews, Head of Environment Division, OECD Directorate for Trade and 
Agriculture attends as a speaker. Members of the OECD Green Growth Unit participate in the launch event.  The Green Growth 
Newsletter in February will include a detailed presentation of the new platform’s features and functionalities.    

• 29 January 2014: Public Policy Exchange holds an event on “Green Growth, Green Jobs: Integrating Employment and 
Environmental Policies across Europe” in Brussels, Belgium. Online registrations here.  

• 4 February 2014: The event of “Convening the African Climate and Development Society: Priority Setting and Long Term Vision” 
focuses on supporting the development of the African Climate and Development Society (ACD-Soc) as a forum to advance 
climate resilient low emission development in Africa. The OECD will contribute to the event through the GGKP partnership.  

• 5-6 February 2014: “Pathways to Green Growth in Africa – A Practitioners’ Workshop” is held in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic 
of Congo. The OECD will contribute to the event through the GGKP partnership. 

The OECD Green Growth Newsletter keeps OECD Committees, agencies and other stakeholders informed about the OECD’s 
Green Growth activities. Please email greengrowth@oecd.org to subscribe and/or access the International Green Growth 
Dialogue site. Back issues of the newsletter are available on our website.  

greengrowth@oecd.org | OECD Green Growth site | International Green Growth Dialogue site 

http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/greening-jobs-skills
http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/events/GreenSkillsForum2014/index.html
http://www.oecd.org/tax/
http://www.oecd.org/tax/
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/research-programmes
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264185715-en
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/Green_growth_Chile_Final2014.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264202887-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264202887-7-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264202887-7-en
http://www.oecd.org/env/country-reviews/South%20Africa%20EPR%20%5Bf%5D%20%5Blr%5D.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/22260935
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/
http://www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/
http://www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/EA29-PPE2.php
http://ledsgp.org/about/African_Climate_and_Development_Society
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/event/pathways-green-growth-africa-practitioners-workshop
mailto:greengrowth@oecd.org
mailto:greengrowth@oecd.org
http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth
https://community.oecd.org/community/greengrowth

